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PREPARATION IS IMPORTANT 
So far you should have learned each step of studying 
the Scriptures: 

1. O                               

2. I                                        

3. C                               

4. A                                

THE MEANING OF EXPOSITION 
Let’s start with a definition of exposition.  

Exposition is the process 
of                          and                                the 
meaning and purpose of a given text.  

When does exposition occur: 

• It occurs when the biblical text is carefully 
observed, clearly understood, and interestingly 
explained. 



• It occurs when the text remains the central focus 
of attention throughout the delivery of a message. 

• It occurs when the text is illustrated and applied 
in keeping with today’s real-world needs. 

If you want to be a trustworthy expositor, there are 
some key principles you need to keep in mind: 

• Stay with the text: that’s                . 

• Make certain your comments square with the 
Scriptures: that’s                         . 

• Use terms that even the uninitiated can 
understand: that’s                      . 

• Remain sensitive to your audience and connect 
with them: that’s                                     . 

• Be real and, when necessary, unguarded and 
vulnerable: that’s                                     . 

TEACHING THROUGH OBSERVATION 
First, we read what the verse says and observe the 
context.  

Joshua 1:1–2 NLT 

1 After the death of Moses the LORD’s servant, the 
LORD spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant. 
He said,  
 
2 “Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has 
come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, 



across the Jordan River into the land I am giving 
them. 

Great answers require great questions.  So what are 
some questions of the text that would peak curiosity 
and observation? 

• What happened to Moses that causes this 
leadership transition? 

• Did God ask Joshua or command Joshua? 

• What was Joshua tasked to do first? 

• Where is the River Jordan? 

Read what God said next: 

Joshua 1:3–4 NLT 

3 I promise you what I promised Moses: ‘Wherever 
you set foot, you will be on land I have given you— 
 
4 from the Negev wilderness in the south to the 
Lebanon mountains in the north, from the Euphrates 
River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the 
west, including all the land of the Hittites.’ 

Where is this land?  

Now read what the Lord promised: 

Joshua 1:5 NLT 

5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as 
you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. 
I will not fail you or abandon you. 



Next, we find God’s challenge to Joshua: 

Joshua 1:6–9 NLT 

6 “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one 
who will lead these people to possess all the land I 
swore to their ancestors I would give them.  
 
7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey 
all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate 
from them, turning either to the right or to the left. 
Then you will be successful in everything you do.  
 
8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. 
Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to 
obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
prosper and succeed in all you do.  
 
9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your 
God is with you wherever you go.” 

Then the same command, to be strong and 
courageous, reemerges in the last verse of the 
chapter: 

Joshua 1:18 NLT 

18 Anyone who rebels against your orders and does 
not obey your words and everything you command 
will be put to death. So be strong and courageous!” 

Do you remember what significance repetition 
plays in observation and interpretation?  



                               in the narrative indicates that 
we’ve come across some                                   terms.  

If you want to get to know the Bible, it’s crucial that 
you write down the results of your study. If you want 
to teach the Scriptures, your personal notes will play 
a vital role in your teaching. You’ll cultivate your 
ability to teach by disciplining yourself to study the 
context, the meaning of words, the definitions, the 
locations, and other important details. All of this 
preparation adds depth to your exposition. 

TEACHING THROUGH 
INTERPRETATION 
The next step of Bible study is interpretation.  

When you interpret these verses, you have to ask 
questions like:  

• Where are these locations?  

• Who are the Hittites?  

• What’s the difference between strong and 
courageous? 

And with some imagination: 

• How must Joshua have felt?  

  



TEACHING THROUGH 
CORRELATION 
This brings us to correlation. Correlation, as 
you’ll recall, is discovering what the Bible says 
elsewhere about the same or similar subjects.  

There are a number of places where God addresses 
preparation in ways that parallel Joshua 1:6-8: 

• In Deuteronomy 1, God commands the Israelites 
to leave Mount Sinai and appoint the necessary 
leadership. 

• In Deuteronomy 11:22-24, God calls Israel to 
obey, love, and serve Him using similar words to 
Joshua 1. 

• In Judges 1, the people fail to follow through with 
everything the Lord commanded them to do 
under Joshua. Instead of driving out all the 
Canaanites, they put up with an enemy that 
eventually became a thorn in their side. They 
didn’t do exactly what they were commanded to 
do by Joshua; they were neither strong nor 
courageous. 

  



TEACHING THROUGH APPLICATION 
Finally, we come to application, the crowning 
step.  

First we ask, “Does this apply to something in my 
life or in another person’s life?”  

Here are some applicable principles we can draw 
from a section of Scripture: 

1. Nothing of God              when a man of 
God             . 

2. Half-hearted                             leads to 
wholehearted                                     .  

3.                             results in                                  .  

I want to look quickly at a direct quote from Isaiah’s 
journal!  

Isaiah 49:15–16 NLT 

15 “Never! Can a mother forget her nursing child? 
Can she feel no love for the child she has borne? But 
even if that were possible, I would not forget you!  
 
16 See, I have written your name on the palms of my 
hands. Always in my mind is a picture of 
Jerusalem’s walls in ruins. 

Application may lead you to the most important 
question: 



• Do you need to accept Christ as your own 
Savior?  

• Do you need to trust the Lord Jesus, who died on 
the cross and paid the penalty for your sin in full?  

SETTING THE TABLE 
Once you have made your way through the process 
of observing the text, interpreting the passage, and 
correlating it with other Scriptures, it’s easy to see 
the power of application. Part of preparation is 
knowing your audience, friends, or family well 
enough to present the Scriptures in a way that helps 
them come to terms with the truth —right where 
they are. 

  



 

Now that we’ve learned how to prepare a meal, it’s 
time to set the table in a way that complements the 
feast about to be served. Here are some exercises 
that will help you prepare to teach or preach God’s 
Word. 

1. At the end of last week, we worked on applying 
Ephesians 4:17-32. Now it’s time to get ready to 
present what you learned. Think of a person or 
group you might be able to teach these truths to. 
Maybe it’s a Church Study Group, a friend, a 
group at work, a small group that meets in your 
home, or even your own children or 
grandchildren. Your audience might be adults, 
teenagers, or children. Once you’ve determined 
who your audience is, plan how you will present 
the truths of Ephesians 4:17-32 to them in a way 
that is engaging and helpful. Here are some 
questions to consider: 

What can you do to help your students see the 
observations you made in the text? 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Eph4.17-32
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Eph4.17-32


What needs to be explained so they will understand 
the meaning of these verses? 

What other passages should you highlight to show 
the correlation between Paul’s commands and other 
Scripture passages? Would it be helpful to use an 
additional Bible version or a paraphrase? 

What specific applications of the passage will be 
most helpful for your audience? 

Take your time as you prepare to serve this scriptural 
feast. Your listeners will benefit when you patiently 
yet confidently lead them into the truths of Scripture. 

2. Now go through the same steps with another 
passage that you’ve worked on. You can use 
Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus in John 3, 
Paul’s charge to the church at Philippi in 
Philippians 4:4-9, or Jesus’ parable of the Good 
Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. Be sure to have an 
audience in mind to whom you can present this. 
Prepare whichever passage you choose by going 
through the questions above. Press on with 
genuine enthusiasm and great anticipation. God 
has promised to bless the declaration of His 
Word —it will never return empty! Find 
encouragement by reading Isaiah 55:10-11. 

  

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Php4.4-9
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk10.25-37
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is55.10-11
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